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The village of Beuil conceived and designed its Path into History in collaboration 
with the Mercantour National Park.  

Follow the waymarks from the Tourist Office to the Viewpoint on the hill of the Pr® 
de Foire ( Village Green), learn about the main events in the village history which 
show how man and his environment were closely linked, and discover the heri-
tage of Beuil. 

Each one of the stands deals with a stage in the history of the Village, together 
with corresponding events in the history of France. 



Viewpoint     

Tourist office 
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The Condamine 

Down below the village, the 

Condamine was the lord of the 

village's private piece of land 

( Campus Domini in Latin). It 

was later divided into several 

sections, each of them much 

sought-after since they are all 

fully exposed to the sun and 

close to the village, an ideal 

location for growing wheat, po-

tatoes and lentils. The latter 

were famous for miles around 

and were traded for olive oil 

and all kinds of fruit impossible 

to grow here on account of the 

altitude. This way of trading 

between rural communities 

lasted until the middle of the 

last century. 

 

The inhabitants of Beuil 
 

. They are a hard-working people : just have a look at the fields strewn with 
heaps of stones ( called "clapiers" or scree), which the farmers have left there 
when ploughing the fields. 

. They love good food : the "Beuillois" are humorously nicknamed " grupias ", 
which comes from the word "grupia", meaning "manger". 

. They like looking smart : the traditional costume is a colourful shawl and a lace 
head-dress for the women, and two velvet ribbons acting as a tie for the men. 

. They are cautious people : in times gone by, when it took two or three days to 
go to Nice on foot, it is said they used to make a will before setting out. 

. They are proud people : "Io sono conte di Boglio, che faccio quelche voglie", 
was Count Annibal Grimaldi's motto ( "I am Count of Beuil and I do what I want"). 
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After the agricultural and cattle-breeding period called the 

Neolithic Age, the Ligures chose this location when, driven 

away from Nordic countries by the Celts, they came to the 

South-East of France and the North of Italy. 

Driving their herds in front of them, they chose to stay in 

the Alpine pastures, the climate of which was similar to 

that in the territories they had left. They were made up of 

18 tribes, among which the Velaunes in our region. These 

shepherds gave names to the mountains around: the Alps 

(i.e. "heights"), Balma ( "cave"), Bergians, Giarons,...As 

tough and indefatigable men, sometimes serving as 

mercenaries, they resisted the Roman troops, waging 

guerilla warfare on the coast. 

Finally after a ruthless struggle, the Velaunes and the 

Triullati of Beuil were defeated and sold as slaves or 

deported. 

Livy wrote ; " Not a single fruit-tree or useful plant was left 

on the ground...All the houses in the country and even a 

few villages were burnt down....Men and animals living 

outside the fortresses were plundered ....The local 

authorities were decapitated and the rest, men, women 

and children were made slaves.ò 

What is left of the Velaun' and Triullati's long stay in  

Beuil? Place names, of course, but mainly the memory of 

men so fearsome that it was an honour to have defeated 

them and to have written their names among the names of 

those vanquished by the armies of Augustus on the 

monument raised to the glory of the Emperor at La Turbie. 

The Ski-jump 

 

In the thirties, the Condamine ski-jump 

was inaugurated. A competition was 

organized for the occasion between the 

French Olympic team ( and its champion, 

Martial Payot from Chamonix) , the 

Norwegians Ol® Bohn and Emil Petersen 

and the Swiss Luternauer. They jumped 

between 30 and 50 meters. 

Antiquity (1st century B.C.) 

The Gauls rose up against the Romans and Vercingetorix 

ruled the whole of Central Gaul. He led his troops - the 

Arvernes and others opposed to Julius Caesar - to victory at 

Gergovie but was vanquished at Alesia, made prisoner and 

executed in Rome. 



3 3 2 

The Middle-Ages (10th century) 

Hugues Capet, the ruler of the Kingdom of France from 987 to 996, reigned over a 

small territory around Paris, as big as two present-day "departements", but known 

for its important economic development. The first ruler of his dynasty, he based 

the hereditary crowning of the king on the law of primogeniture. 

The Stables 
Stables and barns were placed at a distance 

from the lodgings which were heated with 

wood. This avoided fires. The life of the 

cattle regulated the life of the village, the 

Summer was spent on high mountain 

pastures, the Winter by the fireside. When 

Autumn started, the cattle were brought 

back to the village and were grazed on the 

hill of the Pr® de Foire (the Village Green). 

At the end of the day, they were driven to 

their stables, stopping on the way at the 

drinking trough at Le Pissaµre, watched by 

the children  
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In the 14th century it was not too safe to 

travel around the kingdom of France: 

highwaymen controlled the roads, pirates 

attacked the coasts and the Black Death 

devastated the towns and countryside. 

Brought back from the Levant by the galleys, 

the plague, for example, carried off a third of 

the population of Puget Th®niers, two fifths of 

the inhabitants of Nice and three fifths of the 

population of Antibes. 

It is in this troubled context that a branch of 

the House of Grimaldi settled in Beuil. 

Squeezed between powerful neighbours in 

the heart of the Southern Alps, the seigniory 

of Beuil was headed by Rostaing, a powerful 

ruler who left his daughter Astruge as his only 

heiress. Since the position of Beuil required a 

strong alliance and the Grimaldis met such a 

requirement, the Genovese patriarch Andaron 

Grimaldi married Astruge of Beuil and 

immediately launched a policy of expansion. 

San Bastia Square 
 

 

 

 

 
 

On the fa­ades of the square, you can still see 

the traces of colourful designs, the remains of 

naµve decorations influenced by the 

fashionable Italian style from the end of the 

19th century until the  1920s. The house built 

facing east-west and separate from the 

others, has been given an extra storey. The 

massive lintel is decorated with a cross and 

scrolls: it is the former San Bastia chapel, 

unfortunately damaged and sold in the 18th 

century. It marked the edge of the village and 

served to indicate a sanitary checkpoint in 

case of epidemics. 

The beginning of the 14th century 

Nicknamed "the Iron King", Philippe IV Le Bel (Philip the Handsome) was an 

uncompromising and harsh king. Under his rule, feudal traditions were 

abandoned and a modern administration was established. His most 

remarkable innovation was the lasting introduction of gold currency. 

In order to stabilize the Stateõs finances, he turned on those who had money, 

including Catholic religious orders and the Templars. 

Glandeves seal  



The wash-house 

It is made of three vaults. Supplying water 

was a problem in Beuil for a long time but 

it was solved around 1900.Running water 

came to homes later but carrying water 

remained a hard task until the 1950s: 

washing took place on Thursdays, which 

was then the day off from school so that 

help was at hand. 

Queen Jeanneôs Arcade 

Streets in Beuil are narrow and 

have quite a few arcades. One 

of them is Queen Jeanneôs 

Arcade from which secret 

underground passages led to the 

castle. You still can see in a wall 

the ring which the squire would 

use to tether his horse. 
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Andaron begot two sons, Guillaume and 

Barnab®. The latter inherited the fief of Beuil. In 

1343, after disagreements with Fran­ois Caµs, 

jurisconsult of Nice and Count of Saint-Sauveur, 

Barnab® was stabbed by the latterôs emissaries, 

and reported dead. Unknown to his enemy, he 

recovered from his wounds and, to take revenge, 

attacked him unexpectedly in his castle of Roure, 

seized him and made him prisoner. After a very 

hard period of ruthless captivity, Barnab® gave 

the order to cut off Caµsôs right wrist and burn his 

eyes and had him hanged from the railings of his 

own castle. 

The Grimaldisô possessions then covered an area 

which extended from the river Var to the river 

Tin®e; indeed, the Counts of Beuil could travel to 

Nice without leaving their own lands at all. 

Old Houses, renovated or 

roofed with genuine shingle. 

In olden times, the villagers roofed their houses 

with larch boards. Larch is a choice wood, 

rainproof, long-lasting and quite attractive. Even if 

left as it is, the shingle acquires a nice silver-grey 

patina. 

You have to leave the wood to dry for 3 to 5 

years, making two grooves for the water to run 

down from the roof. One-meter-long boards are 

placed on the edge of the roof and over them two-

meter-long boards are placed so that no water 

can leak through the gaps. Nowadays, shingle is 

placed over sheets of corrugated iron to make the 

roof look nice: this is called false shingle. 

In Winter, snow does not slide off shingle roofs 

and there is no need for devices to stop the snow 

from falling from the roof onto passers-by or onto 

the streets. Still, you do need a solid roof 

structure to support the weight of the snow ! 

The Hundred Yearsõ War 

1328 : Philippe de Valois, nephew to Philippe IV Le Bel, became king of France. 

1346 : The Battle of Cr®cy, a memorable defeat of the French by the English army 

1347 : After a long siege, the English took Calais. 
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Barnab® begot two sons, Jean and Louis. Jean had one 

of the most uncommon and ambitious personalities in 

the family and saw a political opportunity in the troubles 

caused by the succession of Queen Jeanne of 

Provence. Appointed seneschal of Provence by the 

King of Naples, he needed a powerful army to protect 

the region of Nice and the valleys of Puget Th®niers and 

Barcelonette at a time when war was threatening. With 

the Kingôs approval, he sought other alliances and 

prompted the Count of Savoy to enter Nice with his 

army and thus give Savoy access to the sea. Most of 

the villages of the region of Nice welcomed the new 

sovereign, even if quite a few local rulers chose to 

remain faithful to Provence. Jean Grimaldi was 

rewarded for his help by being given several new fiefs. 

At the end of the 14th century, Jean and his brother 

were literally at the head of a ñsmall kingdomò, which 

included about 20 fiefs and domains ï among which 

Puget Th®niers (which went later to Count Nicolas 

Grimaldi, a descendant of the lords of Antibes),Beuil, 

P®one, Roubion, Roure, Ilonse, Marie, Bairols, Thi®ry, 

Pierlas, Tou±t, Lieuche, Rigaud, Massoins, Villars, 

Malauss¯ne, Tournefort, Sauze, Levens, Rimplas, 

Tourrette, Revest, Roquette sur Var, Ascros, 

Roquest®ron and Aiglun. 

The Hundred Yearsõ War 

1415: French soldiers and knights were hacked to pieces by the English army 

at Agincourt. 

1419 : The English conquered Normandy. 

1428 : The English laid siege to Orleans. 

1429: On April 29, Joan of Arc entered Orleans. The English raised the siege. 

1430 : Joan of Arc was captured by the Burgundians and was handed over 

to the English. She was tried and condemned to be burnt at the stake for 

heresy. 

1475 : Peace was signed with the English. 

The Red Gorges 

Nature has taken centuries to 
hollow out this splendid canyon of 
red pel. 

The tumultuous waters of the 
Cians, tumbling endlessly along, 
have dug deep gorges into the 
Primary Era shale. 

Le Baron  Rouge 
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Georges Grimaldi, Lord of Beuil,, and his 

cousin Jean Grimaldi, Lord of Levens, made a 

deal with the King of France, Louis XII, to give 

him Nice in exchange for a few domains, 

probably with help of the Governor of 

Provence, Georgesô father-in-law. The deal 

fell through. Summoned by the Governor of 

Nice, Lord de la Pallud, to go and explain 

himself, Georges refused. 

On January 5th 1508, Georgesô barber, Esprit 

Testoris, probably paid by the Governor of 

Nice, assassinated him by slashing his throat. 

The County of Beuil passed then on to his 

younger brother, Honor®, lord of Ascros. 

Honor® I, then a friend of the Duke of Savoy, 

was appointed Governor of Nice and 

conducted the defence of the county with 

great care. 

The Cross of the Passion 

This cross, sometimes called ñThe Cross of 

the Cockerelò when it is surmounted with the 

figure of the bird, was restored by Christophe 

Di Carlo, a Beuil joiner, in the 1980s. 

The instruments of the Passion are all there 

(Arma Christi) : 

¶  the cock which sang three times when St 
Peter denied Christ. 

¶  the Hand of God 

¶  the Crucifixion hammer 

¶ the pliers and the ladder for the Deposition 
of Christ. 

¶ the calyx of the Last Supper ( no longer 
there) 

¶  the jug of vinegar 

¶  the two spears, that of the centurion who 
pierced Christôs side and that which held 
the vinegar-soaked sponge 

¶  the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

¶  the inscription "INRI ", (Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews). 

The Renaissance. 

1492 : The capture of Granada from the Muslims marked the end of the Spanish 

Reconquista. Christopher Columbus reached the Bahamas. 

1494 : Charles VIII left on an expedition to Italy and captured Naples. 

Countered by the Holy League formed by Pope Alexander VI, he was driven away from 

Italy. 

1498 : Accidental death of Charles VIII in the castle of Amboise  
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The Order of the Annonciade was probably created 

sometime in January 1364 by Count Am®d®e VI of Savoy, 

under the name of the Order of the Chain, which replaced 

the short-lived Order of the Black Swan, established by the 

same Am®d®e VI in 1350 on the occasion of his sister 

Blancheôs wedding. The statutes of the Order of the Chain 

were codified by Am®d®e VIII in 1409, then profoundly 

restructured by Duke Charles III of Savoy in 1518. At that 

time it was given the name of the Supreme Order of the 

Very Holy Annonciade, more than ever dedicated to the 

Virgin. 

The Order of the Annonciade occupies a choice place 

among the most illustrious European chivalry orders, such 

as the Order of the Golden Fleece (Burgundy, 1430), the 

Order of the Garter (England, 1348) or the Order of the 

Holy Spirit (France, 1578). Indeed, it has been in existence 

for a long time and the historical role played by its famous 

founder and his successors was crucial. Actually, only a 

few knights belonged to it. They were chosen both by the 

King and by their comrades-in-arms for their value and 

merit. 

The old village 

houses 

They face South. 

High above you can see the 

souleiaires, small balconies protected 

by the eaves where various crops 

were left to dry.  

The houses served as outer walls 

against brigands and wolves. The gap 

between two houses was closed with 

a wall called a burri. Once the village 

was made secure, these were 

replaced by zigzagging flights of 

steps. 

Down below are the horts ( from the 

Latin hortus, garden): vegetable 

gardens so essential for the villagers 

and still cultivated. 

The Wars of religion 

Charles IX ascended the throne. 

1561 : during the reign of Charles IX, the kingdom was torn apart by the wars of 

religion in spite of the efforts of his mother Catherine of Medicis. After many 

attempts at reconciliation his reign ended with the St Barthelemy massacre in 

1572. 



The Bakerôs Oven 

The local bakerôs oven remained in use 

until the years 1930-1932. 

The inhabitants of Beuil used to bake their 

bread there for the month, in exchange for 

a loaf of bread and a ñfougasseò which they 

would hand over at the end of each batch. 

 When it closed down, a baker who had 

settled in the Castel section of the village 

baked the bread for all the Beuillois.  

The mysterious black 

stone. 

It is an embossed sculpted lintel.  

Dated August 1523, it bears the name 

and coat of arms of Loµc Serre, canon of 

Clans, who was Honor® I, the Baron of 

Beuilôs private secretary. Whether this is 

its original place or it was brought over 

from another place, is impossible to say 

for sure and we canôt possibly know if 

Loµc Serre actually lived here. However, 

his prestige in Beuil and all around was 

great especially as the Baron, also the 

Governor of Nice and thus often 

detained away from Beuil, used to 

appoint him as his delegate. This is why 

his coat of arms can also be seen in 

Clans and why he was represented as a 

donor on a fresco in Roubion in 1513. 


